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665 April 15, 1904 

Summary of work in Chinatown, San Francisco, for the week ended 

April 9, 1904. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, under 
date of April 11: 

Week ended April 9. 

Buildings reinspected 263 

Rooms 2,011 

Persons inspected 2, 561 

Sick 25 

Sick prescribed for at Oriental Dispensary 14 

Dead examined 13 

Necropsies 3 

Bats examined bacteriologically 45 

Number showing pest infection 

Places inspected for sanitary improvements 116 

Times streets swept 3 

Sewers flushed 17 

Notices served to abate plumbing nuisances 11 

Number abated 13 

Number undergoing abatement 12 

Total number plumbing inspections - 73 

Blocks baited with Danyz virus 10 

Transactions on account of smallpox in northern Maine, Canadian 

border. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Boothby, at Lowelltown, reports April 1, 
through Surgeon Kalloch, at Portland quarantine, as follows: 

During the week ended March 28 I inspected 95 persons passing 
through Lowelltown, vaccinated 28 persous, and disinfected the cloth- 
ing of 18 persons. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Hammond, at Van Buren, reports April 2, 
through Surgeon Kalloch, as follows: 

During the week ended April 2, I had under supervision 17 cases 
smallpox in the Madawaska region, 9 previously reported and 8 new. 
Seven cases have been discharged during the week. Of the remainder, 
8 cases are in Grand Isle andi! in St. David. Three houses are quar- 
antined. During this time I have covered 71 miles of territory and 
vaccinated 10 persons. 

Transactions on account of yellow fever at Laredo, Tex. 

Daily house to house inspection of Laredo, Tex. — Objects to be attained 
and theory on which is based determination of the length of time it 
should be continued. 

Treasury Department, 
Bureau of Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service, 

Washington, April 11, 1901^. 
Sir: The Bureau has been in receipt of your daily telegrams 
announcing the number of premises inspected, water containers 
treated, etc. , and it is understood that since March 24 there has been 
a daily house to house inspection of Laredo, the city having been 
divided into 30 districts and each district inspected every twenty-four 
hours. It becomes necessary to have an understanding with you as to 
the length of time this work is to be continued. For this reason the 
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objects to be attained and the theory involved may be reviewed as 
follows: 

1. The detection of any case of yellow fever and the prevention of 
any such case becoming - an infecting agent by screening the patients, 
fumigation, etc. 

2. The discovery of fevers of any kind and screening the cases until 
they are positively known not to be yellow fever. 

3. The treating of water containers, etc., to prevent breeding of 
mosquitoes. 

4. The last case declared to be yellow fever, in Laredo, was noted 
March 14. Mosquitoes which may have bitten this case would have 
required 12 days to become infective and an individual bitten by them 
after the twelfth day would have required o days for development of 
the disease. Therefore, in 17 days the second infection might have 
developed. 

Of course the mosquito remains infective after the twelfth day, and 
the second infection may develop, therefore, long after the 17 days, 
but each daily house to house inspection after the seventeenth day, 
which has developed no case of yellow fever, increases the probability 
of safety. 

In the event that the patient was bitten by a mosquito before March 
14 the second infection should have been developed by the inspections 
before March 31. 

If all fever cases had been screened since March 14 the probability 
of mosquitoes becoming infected after March 14 would be remote, 
and after 20 or 22 days from March 14 viz, April 3 to 5, a daily house 
to house inspection having shown no succeeding case of yellow fever, 
the probabilities of there being any case of yellow fever on April 5 
would not have been great. 

But although the city was under surveillance and partial inspection, 
there was not a daily house to house inspection until March 24. 
Therefore it would seem advisable to advance the date on which the 
house to house inspection is to be discontinued a corresponding num- 
ber of days, namely, 10 days, or April 15. 

When, however, the daily house to house inspection is discontinued, 
it would be well to have a select corps to make a more circumscribed 
inspection; and should occasion arise, the daily inspection of the whole 
thirty districts could be resumed. You will wire for instructions 
before discontinuing the daily inspection. 

Some of the force which } T ou have had in operation, being well 
trained, might be detailed for the work along the railroads in the 
carrying on of the mosquito warfare which has been the subject of com- 
munications between the Bureau, State Health Officer Tabor, and 
yourself. 

Respectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surgeon- General. 

Asst. Surg. T. F. Richardson, 

Public Health and Marine- Hospital Service, Laredo, Tex. 



